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The Reverend Richard G. Hill 
Accepts Interim Pastor Position 

 

The Session is pleased to announce that The Reverend Richard Griffin 
Hill accepted its unanimous invitation to serve as our Interim Pastor.  
Chosen from over seventy candidates, he is extremely qualified to serve as 
our Pastor and Head of Staff during the time that we will search for a called 
pastor.  Reverend Hill was approved by the Peace River Presbytery 
Committee on Ministry on Tuesday, July 20 and will begin his service 
at Moorings Presbyterian on Wednesday, August 11.   

 

  Reverend Hill has served as a pastor in Atlanta area 
churches and understands the dynamics and needs of a large 
church like Moorings  Presbyterian.  He preaches sermons 
which will touch our hearts and inspire us.  His strong sense 
of mission will challenge us with new ideas.  His energy 
and enthusiasm will be contagious as he leads us in the 
work and mission of our church.    After meeting him, a 
member of our church said, “He has so much love, energy, 
and enthusiasm, he reminds me of Dr. Charlie Webster.”  A 
Session member noted, “I am impressed by his enthusiasm, 
charisma, and leadership.  In my opinion, he is exactly what 
we need.”  A member of the church he most recently served 
told us, “If you have him as your Interim Pastor, you won’t 
want to let him go.”  
 

You can learn more about Reverend Hill from his letter 
inside this issue on page 3.  Make plans now to welcome 
him to the Moorings pulpit personally on Sunday, 
August 15.  Come and bring your friends and neighbors.  
You’ll be glad you did!    



THE MOORINGS LINE                                                          2                                                                      AUGUST 2010 
 

Financial Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

�
                                               
 
 
 

Mission Contribution Used to Purchase Gazebo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moorings Mission Committee members Steele Stewart, Barbara Widman, Kathy Shannon, Robin Doyle 
and David Granfield  recently attended the dedication of the new garden gazebo, the centerpiece of the retail 
nursery at the Visitor Center at ECHO's Global Farm in North Fort Myers. 
 

ECHO (Educational Concerns for Hunger Organization) is a recipient of MPC mission funds. Our contribution 
was used this year to buy materials for construction of the garden gazebo. 
 

For further information about ECHO, visit their website at echonet.org  to learn about the meaningful work their 
outreach is accomplishing. 

MOORINGS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
June 30, 2010 

June  Year to Date  

Operating Budget Income 55,041 610,212 

Operating Budget Total Expenses 163,620 756,354 

Operating Gain/(Loss) 
 

(108,580) 
 

(146,142) 

     

Mortgage Interest 9,979 76,630 

Mortgage Balance - 2,426,391 
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We Welcome The Reverend Richard G. Hill 
 
 

Let me introduce myself as the 
new Interim Pastor at The 
Moorings Presbyterian Church 
and tell you briefly what I 
anticipate in my time as your 
pastor.  
 

I am a native Floridian, born in 
Miami in 1962; however, my time 
in the South Florida sun was 
short-lived. My family moved to 

Montgomery, Alabama after six months where I 
grew up in the middle of the civil rights movement.  
By age 9 we moved to Tallahassee and then to 
Quincy where my mother, grandfather and great-
grandfather grew up, so I call Quincy my home.  In 
fact, I continue to learn how I am related to everyone 
in town. 
 

I escaped the small-town life by matriculating to 
Georgia Tech in Atlanta to study engineering. After a 
year of study and 20 credit hours of calculus, I 
decided that I was more of a people-person and  
transferred to Emory University. Upon graduation I 
immediately enrolled in Columbia Theological 
Seminary in the Atlanta area. 
 

Let me go back though.  I left out the best part of my 
life.  While at Georgia Tech, I met Penny who 
worked as a layperson at a local Presbyterian 
Church. That was God’s way of pulling me back into 
church and getting a hold on my life. A Methodist 
heritage had followed me to that point, but I became 
Presbyterian by marriage.  Penny and I have now 
been married for 28 years. She started seminary 
ahead of me and is also a Presbyterian minister.  
Our years at seminary were a joy - living in the midst 
of a wonderful community with great role models of 
faith and working together as youth ministers in a 
small church. 
 

Penny and I have two sons, Nicholas and Philip. 
Nicholas is a second year law student at UNC-
Chapel Hill and recently married Kenan, who is also 
the child of a Presbyterian minister (Lord, help our 
grandchildren who will have three Presbyterian 
ministers for grandparents!). Philip is a junior at the 
University of Alabama. His greatest love is a six 
month old “giant” puppy pit bulldog named “Juice.” 
More than anything, our family loves spending time 
together playing games, eating great food, and 
going on vacations. 
 

Professionally I have served four churches. 
Originally, I focused on youth ministry which led me 
to Conyers, GA and then to Atlanta First 
Presbyterian.  For the next thirteen years, I served 
as the Mission Pastor at Roswell Presbyterian 
Church. While there I was responsible for everything 
from visiting the homebound, to teaching, preaching, 
and growing a mission outreach program. During 
this time the church grew from 1,200 members to 
2,500 and our mission program expanded 
dramatically.  A part of my call was to show the 
congregation the impact of each investment in our 
local and global mission projects. I was thrilled to 
see so many people commit their time to God’s 
mission to the “least of these” in our world.  
Unexpectedly, God led me to the Interim Head of 
Staff position at Buford Presbyterian Church, 
northeast of Atlanta. With less than 500 members, 
the church was smaller than I was accustomed, but 
full of welcoming and faithful Christian families. We 
have enjoyed serving together and actually growing 
in membership during this interim time. It is sad to 
leave, but my work is done and the opportunity to 
return to my Florida roots is exciting. 
 

I look forward to beginning my ministry with you 
on Wednesday, August 11 and will be preaching 
for the first time on the following Sunday, 
August 15.  We have a challenge ahead of us, and I 
am excited to get to work. An interim period is not a 
time for kicking back; it is not a time to wait until the 
“permanent” minister gets here. This is a transitional 
period with much to accomplish.  My first charge is 
to continue a vibrant worship experience with an 
emphasis on preaching engaging sermons.  As soon 
as I get to town, I also want to get to know each of 
you, and we will schedule a number of small 
gatherings so I can learn names and begin hearing 
your stories. I am humbled to join a talented staff 
and continue the good works at the Moorings.  
 

I look forward to the ministry Christ will lay before us 
and especially to the relationships we will build 
together. My wife, Penny, will still live and work in 
Atlanta as an Associate Presbyter of Atlanta 
Presbytery. So, unfortunately, you only get to see 
her monthly or so.  And that also means that I would 
love to be invited for meals, fishing, or some way to 
fill my time without her.  We trust that God has led 
me to join you in ministry, and I know we will have a 
blast serving our Lord and seeking His abundant life 
together! 

-Richard Hill
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Hyacinth Series presents 
Kyiv Symphony Orchestra and Chorus from Ukraine 

Saturday, October 9 at 7:30 PM 
 
 
 
 

Hyacinth Series needs the help of everyone.   In fact, First Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs joins with 
us to underwrite the concert costs and provide bed and breakfast to these visitors . We ask everyone to 
help recruit home-stays for this pre-season undertaking.  
 
During this less populated month of the year, let’s be creative and find that the year-round community can rise 
to the occasion. (Some may choose to underwrite a hotel room for $75.) Here are several ways to offer 
support: contact Kris Doyle, Hospitality Chair (263 -0929) or the Crofts (213-5246) or email 
rcrofts@moorings-presby.org .  

 
The KSOC tours the US, not just to perform world-class music, but to bring the mission field to America. Many 
of our Ukrainian guests have become Christians, yet there is still an opportunity for Christian witness. 
Developing close relationships with people who were enemies for seventy years has been a miraculous 
experience in previous tours. These new relationships have touched many hearts - American as well as 
Ukrainian. To learn more about this organization and to hear their beautiful music, visit their website 
at www.musicmissionkiev.org/index.cfm. 
 
 
 
 

Moorings Ringers  
Attend the 14 th International Symposium  

 

The Moorings Ringers Ensemble will travel to Osaka Japan at the beginning 
of August to join ringers from eight different countries as they participate in 
the 14th International Handbell Symposium.    
 

Bill Griffin, Amy Lawson, Jessica Lawson, John Laws on and Stephen 
Lawson will join 800 ringers  who have been rehearsing the festival music 
for the past year and will meet to rehearse and perform in Osaka.   
 

The theme for this symposium is “Echoes for Peace.”  Ringers from around the world meet because through 
handbells, each individual’s hopes for peace combine to become one meaningful message.  Bill Griffin will be 
conducting a special choir that will perform at the Echoes for Peace worship concert during the festival.   
 

Keep the Moorings Ringers in your thoughts and prayers as they travel.   
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9:00 AM - Contemporary Worship in Webster Chapel 

 10:00 AM - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
 
August 1   – The 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Reverend Dr. Robert Bohl  leads both worship services. 
 Communion is served.  
 
August 8  – The 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Reverend Dr. Stephen Sapp,  former Associate at MPC and currently Professor and Chairperson  
 of the Department of Religious Studies at the University of Miami, leads both worship services. 

   
New Interim Pastor Begins Preaching at MPC! 
 August 15  – The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Reverend Richard Hill leads both worship services.  
 
August 22  – The 21st  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Reverend Richard Hill leads both worship services.  
 
August 29  - The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Reverend Richard Hill leads both worship services.  

 
 
 

 

Summer Schedule for Our Children 
 

Children are invited to worship with their families at the 10:00 AM service  
and are dismissed to their Sunday School classrooms after the Word for Children, approximately 10:10. 

 

Pre-K thru 1st Grade - Room 104                       Second thru 5th Grades - Room 202 
Nursery available 9:45 -  Room 103 

 

 
 

 

Televised Sunday Service 
  Moorings Lighthouse 

 

We invite you to tune in on 
Sundays at 8:00 AM (channel 8) 
to watch a half hour taped edition 
of a Sunday worship service. 

 
To order a copy of Sunday’s service on CD  
($5) or DVD ($10) call the church office, 261-
1487.  Please be sure and specify the kind of 
copy you want. 

Our Toll-Free Number 
Be sure to phone us on our toll-free number  

while you are up north: 

1-888-791-5262. 

 
Check Out Our Website: 

www.moorings-presby.org  
and see all that we have to offer.  
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Friday evening, September 3   through 
Sunday, September 5  

 
Come make some fantastic memories with your family at 

the Annual Family Retreat!  Sit around a campfire and make s’mores, worship as a family, and 
enjoy some of the camp activities: canoeing, tubing, and hunting for shark’s teeth! 
 

Your family may choose to stay in a lodge or cabin.  Lodges are air conditioned with shared 
bathrooms.  Rustic cabins share bathrooms that are a short walk from the cabin.  Please call 
Martha Crofts (213-5244) and leave a message if you  are interested in becoming part of 
a group sharing in this experience, or call 813-685 -4224 with questions, or visit 
www.cedarkirk.org.  
 

Weekend Rates: Price includes housing, meals (Frida y dinner through Sunday lunch), and 
all activities. 

 

Lodges : Adults: $120   Rustic Cabins : Adults: $75  
Child 5-12: $90    Child 5-12: $60  
Child 0-4: $0     Child 0-4: $0  
Max Family Rate: $320   Max Family Rate: $200  
 
 

 
 

New Orleans Work Trip 
Underway 

 

A team of volunteers departed on 
July 25 for New Orleans, where 
they will spend a week rebuilding 
hurricane damaged homes with 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 
 

Participating are Reverend Jim Kirk, Robin 
Doyle, Katie and Matthew Betz, David Granfield, 
Mary Beth Schultheis, and Paul and Francie 
Stephan from Moorings ; Skip Laukemper and 
Nancy Whitman from First Presbyterian of Fort 
Myers; Laura Marzano and Alex Shreve from 
Vanderbilt Presbyterian; and Tom Lamblack 
from Northminster Presbyterian in Sarasota.  
 

You can read about their experiences as they 
update http://neworleansworktrip2010.blogspot.
com.  Please keep these volunteers in your prayers 
as they travel to New Orleans and put their faith 
into action.

The Mission Committee’s Food 
          Collection Continues 
 
The Mission Committee 
continues their ongoing food 
collections.  Summer 
donations benefit St. 
Matthew’s House.   Their 
food pantry is in need of 
instant potatoes, dry 
cereal, canned meat, 
powdered milk, peanut 
butter and macaroni and 
cheese.  You may place your items in the three 
large bins behind the Reception Desk in Moss Hall.  
There is also a collection basket in the Narthex for 
your convenience. Thanks to all who have donated 
to this ongoing drive.  Together, we can make a 
difference. 
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When: Leave the church parking lot at 6:30 AM on Saturday, September 11 
and return by 3:30 PM on Sunday September 12 .  We will stay overnight in a 
hotel near Universal.  The plan is to spend the morning and afternoon at Islands 
of Adventure (Harry Potter anyone?) ,check into the hotel, have some free time, 
and go to Universal Studios for ROCK THE UNIVERSE by late afternoon.  On 
Sunday we‘ll breakfast (included) and do some swimming, then head back to 

Naples, arriving in Naples by 3:30 PM. 
 

Cost :  $135 which includes the tickets to parks, transportation, hotel and Sunday breakfast.  You are 
responsible for meals at the park and spending money. 
 

How to Save a Spot :  Spots are limited!  A $25 deposit is a must to rese rve your spot (payable to MPC 
marked “Rock The Universe”) and is due at the church office no later than Sunday, August 29.   Friends 
are welcome.  If you are interested in being one of the chaperones please let Jim Kirk know as soon as 
possible. 
 

Bring : Spending money for food and souvenirs, clothes/items you will need for overnight, and a swimsuit. 
 

More Information : Contact Jim Kirk (213-5226) or jkirk@moorings-presby.org 
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Direct Phone Numbers and E-mail Addresses  
 

 

Rev. Richard Hill, Interim Pastor 
  (AFTER AUGUST 11)  rhill@moorings-presby.org 
    (Direct phone number: 213-5223) or ext. 223 
                                                
Martha Crofts          mcrofts@moorings-presby.org 
    (Direct phone number: 213-5244) or ext. 244 
   
Richard Crofts          rcrofts@moorings-presby.org 
    (Direct phone number: 213-5246) or ext. 246 
 
Michelle Link              mlink@moorings-presby.org 
    (Direct phone number: 213-5222) or ext. 222 
 
Rev. Dr. Jim Kirk, Associate Pastor 
                                    jkirk@moorings-presby.org 
      (Direct phone number: 213-5226) or ext. 226 
                                                     Cell:  571-4649 
 

Jana Geiger            jgeiger@moorings-presby.org 
    (Direct phone number: 213-5233) or ext. 233 

 

Cindy Lauri          clauri@moorings-presby.org 
      (Direct phone number: 213-5201) or ext. 201 
 
Yasmin Mohammed 
                             ymohammed@moorings-presby.org 
       (Direct phone number: 213-5232) or ext. 232 
 
Nanette Rathbun        nrathbun@moorings-presby.org 
(Direct Preschool: 649-1811 or 213-5250 ) or ext. 250 
 
Steven Tynski         stynski@moorings-presby.org 
       (Direct phone number:  213-5219 or 213-5213  
                                     or ext. 219 
Volunteers: 
 Rev. Nancy P. Stewart  (431-6593 home) 
  
 Rev. Dr. Frank T. Mohr, Jr. (847-234-4894)  
 
 Rev. Dr. Herbert B. Anderson  
 

 

 
 

Whom Do I Call? 
 

Accounting and Operations  Yasmin Mohammed ( Director of Accounting/Operations)  

Address changes Jana Geiger (Membership/Stewardship)  

Blood Bank  Michelle Link ( Administrative Assistant)  

Register your Anniver sary Date  Jana Geiger  

Register your Birthday Jana Geiger  

Baptism Arrangements  Michelle Link  

Bulletin & Newsletter announcements  Cindy Lauri (Publications)  

Church membership (joining the church)   Richard Hill  (Interim  Pastor) , Jim Kirk  (Associate Past or 
for Member Care & Youth), or any staff member  

Pledges, statements, accounts receivable, stock  Jana Geiger  

Family Ministries/Young Family Info.  Martha Crofts (Director of Children & Famil y Ministries  
and  Music Associate)  

Flowers in Memory of  Cindy La uri  

Funeral Arrangements Michelle Link  

Hospital Visitation  Richard Hill , Jim Kirk, or any staff member  

Maintenance Technician  Steven Tynski  

Memorial Garden  Michelle Link  

Memorial Gifts  Jana Geiger  

Music Department Dick Crofts ( Minister of Music) or  Martha Crofts  

Reservations for a church function  Church receptionist  (volunteers)  

Room Usage, Renting Moss Hall, Kitchen, Baker  Michelle Link  

To order sermon tapes/videos Church receptionist  

Wedding arrangements Michelle Link                               

Wednesday Connection Martha Crofts  

Youth Activities  Jim Kirk  
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We will print your 2”x 3½” business card in our monthly newsletter at a cost of $50 per month.  Your agreement will 
require a 3 month commitment: $150 (pre-paid) payable to Moorings Presbyterian Church marked “business 
card” due at the time of agreement signing.   The agreement is available through Cindy in the church office, 213-
5201 or clauri@moorings-presby.org.   MPC reserves the right to refuse cards of an unprofessional nature.  
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Business cards, cont.                                             Happy Anniversary to You! 
 

Donald & Joyce Jacobs   8/1 
Dave & Toni Weston   8/1 
Douglas & Sharon Coates   8/2 
Joe & Betty Lowery   8/3 
Donald & Edwina Goldsmith    8/8 
Ben & Anne Record   8/8 
Terry & Linda Kirsh   8/8 
Tony & Jean Leiber   8/9 
Leia & Kelvin Morgan   8/9 
David & Tawnya Graff 8/10 
Bruce & Mary Meyer 8/10 
Jeffery & Allison Zablo 8/10 
John & BJ Hill 8/13 
Dale & Juanita King 8/14 
Eugene & Jane Schmidt 8/14 
Clayton & Margaret Neff 8/16 
Tom & Penny Strickland 8/16 
Jim & Marge Weaver 8/17 
Gary & Eleanore Bladich 8/20 
Norm & Lesly Klym 8/20 
Ron & Harriet Stockhoff 8/20 
Jan & Birgit VanHogerwou 8/21 
Jill & Greg Urbancic 8/22 
Jim & Dorothy Ander 8/23 
Paul & Francie Stephan 8/23 
Ward & Catherine Struble 8/23 
Blane & Doshie Crandall 8/24 
Karl & Nancy Peterson 8/25 
John & Shirley Rigsby 8/26 
John & Pat Adams 8/27 
Dennis & Helen Poppert 8/29 
Gary & Carolyn Tate 8/30 
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Happy Birthday to You! 
 
 

Name                      August                  N ame                        August                     Name                          August  
  

Patricia Collinson-Moore 1 
Dee Hervey 1 
Jean Pederson 2 
Steven Preston 2 
Nancy Hadfield 2 
Joey Warner 2 
Patricia Latham 3 
Emery Sereno 3 
Linda Fernandez 3 
Andrew Kalmans 4 
Doris Bower 4 
Rosalyn Arters 4 
Gary Bladich 4 
Gunnar Pederson 4 
Robert Halverson 5 
Bill Ringenwald 5 
Scott Mathews 6 
Margie Frank 6 
Evelyn Duoos 7 
Libby Shannon 7 
Sally Yelland 7 
Jean Kenady 7 
Lois Allen 7 
Larissa Yashko 7 
Arlene Rush 8 
Flora Jackson 8 
Jayda Cunard 8 
Jim Swaine 8 
Bill O'Neill 8 
Trudy Campbell 8 
Alexander McGeoch 8 
Barbara Krabbe 8 
Mary Belfore 9 
Mitchell Monarchino 9 
Herbert Kusché 9 
Welles Adams 9 
Dorothy Norris 9 
Chad Clough 9 
Chad Landis 9 
June Harman 11 

Mary Jane Cleveland 11 
Marjorie Sterritte 11 
Stacey Berlinger 11 
Stanley Hughey 11 
Kim Hill 11 
Arlene Artz 12 
Adam Richard 12 
Joe Leonardi 12 
Carrie Boardman 13 
Dottie Withrow 13 
Keagan Giblin 13 
Grace Adams 13 
Rita Fuchs 13 
Hannah Perry 13 
Marjorie Evans 14 
Michael Mead 14 
Garrett O'Neill 14 
Nicole Martin 14 
Cherie Zablo 14 
Edriess Stahlman 14 
Dick McPherson 15 
Andrea Kirk 15 
John Hill 15 
Ben Coleman 15 
Kathy Lewis 16 
William Stiess 16 
Clint Rankin 17 
Howard Zablo 17 
Anne Cook 17 
Rex Chaney 17 
Henry Wolfe 17 
Benjamin Hendrix 18 
Thomas VanHogerwou 18 
Owen de St Pierre 18 
Ruth Jeffries 19 
Bartley Foster 19 
Mary Loughray 19 
Haley Schultheis 19 
Patricia Johnson 20 
Hannah Martin 20 

Susan Heinsohn 21 
Bill Miller 21 
Jack Graefe 21 
Myra Morrison 22 
Stephen Tibstra 22 
Libby O'Neill 23 
Jean Page 23 
Barrett Zablo 23 
Mary DeVennish 23 
Liz Galbraith 24 
Karen Hubbard 24 
Megan Preston 24 
Bob Meschke 24 
Betty Moore 25 
Marjorie Hemmer 25 
Ann Cornell 25 
Harriet LaMar 25 
Diane Willey 26 
Robert White 26 
Emma Kaiser 28 
Jennifer Hoy 28 
Jack Withrow 28 
Stephanie Kirk 28 
Joe Pogue 28 
Vilma Novak 29 
Etta May Swaine 29 
Ken Peterson 29 
Karin Mulling 29 
Alice McNeese 29 
Matthew McLean 29 
Heather McLean 29 
Nancy Peterson (Mrs. Karl) 29 
Barbara Coen 30 
Darcy Rumberger 30 
Raymond Langosch 31 
Hugh Howard 31 
Janet Zundel 31 
Fred Cain 31 
Douglas Coates 31 
Davis Franklin 31 
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In Memoriam 
 

      Norman Zollar June 18, 2010 
                                                        Amiel Darrell  July 15, 2010 

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reverend Richard Hill, Interim Pastor  (after August 11) 
The Reverend Dr. James J. Kirk, Associate Pastor for Member Care and Youth 

The Reverend Dr. Frank T. Mohr, Jr., Pastor of Visitation (Volunteer)  
The Reverend Dr. Herbert B. Anderson, Pastor of Visitation (Volunteer) 

The Reverend Nancy P. Stewart, Worship and Ministry Assistant (Volunteer) 
Richard T. Crofts, Minister of Music 

Martha Crofts, Director of Children and Family Ministries/Music Associate 
Yasmin Mohammed, Director of Operations and Accounting 

Cindy Lauri, Manager of Publications 
Michelle Link, Administrative Assistant 

Jana Geiger, Manager of Stewardship/Membership  
Nanette Rathbun, Preschool Director 
Steve Tynski, Maintenance Technician 

 

 


